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SUBJECT: PERES ON THE LAND OF ISRAEL 

1 . SPEAKING TO A LARGELY AMERICAN AUDIENCE AT HEBREW 
UNION COLLEGE IN JERUSALEM ON MARCH 20, DEFENSE MINISTER 
PERES EXPRESSED HARD-LINE VIEWS ON THE TERRITORIAL QUESTION- 
TION HE SAID INTER ALIA THAT THE JEWISH PEOPLE HAD BEEN 
GIVEN THREE PRECEIOUS GIFTS: THE LAND OF ISRAEL, THE 
RELIGION OF MOSES AND THE VISION OF THE PROPHETS.THESE 
MUST BE PRESERVED. HE SAID THAT HE WAS SURE THE UNITED 
STATES WANTED ISRAEL ALSO TO PRESERVE ITS INDEPENDENCE, 

BUT TO DO SO "IT COULD NOT RETURN TO THE 1967 BORDERS NOR 
PERMIT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN STATE." 

2. THIS WAS PERES' EXACT FORMULATION, SPOKEN WITH A GLANCE 
TOWARD THE EMBASSY'S ECONOMIC COUNSELOR WAS WAS SHARING 
THE SPEAKER'S PLATFORM. HOWEVER, HIS DEVIATION FROM THE 
USUAL GOI FORMULATION, I.E., "NO SPEATE PALESTINIAN 

STATE OR NO NEW THIRD STATE BETWEEN ISRAEL AND JORDAN", 
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MAY HAVE BEEN INADVERTENT SINCE AT THIS POINT IN HIS 
SPEECH HE WAS NOT READING FROM HIS WRITTEN NOTES. 

DUNNIGAN 
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